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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . Claims 1-35 are pending in this office action. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-35 are allowed. 



Examiner's Amendment 
3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Wesley Jones (U.S. Reg. No. 56,552) on July 5, 2007. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
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Claim 1 (Currently Amended) An apparatus for serving a plurality of devices through a 
communications network, the apparatus comprising: 

a memory for storing a plurality of records associated with the devices, 
respectively; 

an input element for receiving from a selected device a request that is generated 
only upon initial power up of the selected device for configuration of the selected device 
from a generic configuration to a selected or custom configuration through the 
communications network, the request including coded information; 

a processor responsive to the request for locating a record associated with the 
selected device, and verifying an identity of the selected device based on the coded 
infomiation, the record including stored information concerning the selected or custom 
configuration for the selected device, the selected or custom configuration 
corresponding to a predetermined feature set of the selected device; and 

an output element for providing through the communication network to the 
selected device information objects for modifying the generic configuration to the 
selected or custom configuration based on the stored information when the identity of 
the selected device is verified. 

Claim 8 (Currently Amended) An apparatus configurable by a server through a 
communications network, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor for generating a request that is generated onlv upon initial power up 
of the apparatus for configuration of the apparatus from a generic configuration to a 
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selected or custom configuration which includes therein coded information for 
verification by the server of an identity of the apparatus, the coded information being 
generated using a cryptographic element; 

an interface for receiving information objects corresponding to a predetemnined 
feature set of the apparatus for configuring the apparatus from the server through the 
communications network when the identity of the apparatus is verified by the server, the 
information objects modifying the generic configuration of the apparatus; 

a memory; and 

a loader for directing the information objects to be loaded in the memory in 
accordance with a predetermined plan. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended) An apparatus for serving a plurality of devices through a 
communications network, the apparatus comprising: 

a memory for storing a plurality of records associated with the devices, 
respectively; 

an input element for receiving from a selected device a request that is generated 
only upon initial power up of the selected device, for configuration of the selected device 
from a generic configuration to a selected or custom configuration through the 
communications network, the request including a cryptographic element, and first 
information concerning a first identifier identifying the selected device, the first 
information being encrypted; 
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a processor for selecting a record based on the cryptographic element, the 
selected record Including a second identifier and configuration information concerning 
the selected or custom configuration for the selected device, the selected or custom 
configuration corresponding to a predetermined feature set of the selected device, the 
processor determining whether the second identifier corresponds to the first identifier 
obtained by decrypting the first information using the cryptographic element; and 

an output element for causing the generic configuration of the selected device to 
be configured based on the configuration information when it is determined that the 
second identifier corresponds to the first identifier. 

Claim 19 (Currently Amended) A method for use in an apparatus for serving a plurality 
of devices through a communications network, the method comprising: 

storing a plurality of records associated with the devices, respectively; 

receiving from a selected device a request that is generated only upon initial 
power up of the selected device for configuration of the selected device from a generic 
configuration to a selected or custom configuration through the communications 
network, the request Including coded information; 

in response to the request, locating a record associated with the selected device; 

verifying an identity of the selected device based on the coded information, the 
record including stored infomnation concerning the selected or custom configuration; 
and 
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providing through the communication network to the selected device information 
objects for modifying the generic configuration to the selected or custom configuration 
based on the stored information when the identity of the selected device is verified, the 
information objects corresponding to a predetennined feature set of the selected device. 

Claim 26 (Currently Amended) A method for use in an apparatus configurable by a 
server through a communications network, the apparatus including a memory, the 
method comprising: 

generating a request onlv upon an initial power up of the apparatus for 
configuration of the apparatus from a generic configuration to a selected or custom 
configuration which includes therein coded infomiation for verification by the server of 
an identity of the apparatus, the coded information being generated using a 
cryptographic element; 

receiving information objects corresponding to a predetermined feature set of the 
apparatus for modifying the generic configuration of the apparatus to the selected or 
custom configuration from the server through the communications network when the 
identity of the apparatus is verified by the server; and 

loading the information objects in the memory in accordance with a 
predetermined plan. 

Claim 32 (Currently Amended) A method for use in an apparatus for serving a plurality 
of devices through a communications network, the method comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/009,206 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2136 

storing a plurality of records associated with the devices, respectively; 

receiving from a selected device a request that is generated onjy upon initial 
power up of the selected device for configuration of the selected device from a generic 
configuration to a selected or custom configuration through the communications 
network, the request including a cryptographic element, and first information concerning 
a first identifier identifying the selected device, the first information being encrypted; 

selecting a record based on the cryptographic element, the selected record 
including a second identifier and configuration information concerning the selected or 
custom configuration for the selected device, the selected or custom configuration 
corresponding to a predetermined feature set of the selected device; 

determining whether the second identifier corresponds to the first Identifier 
obtained by decrypting the first information using the cryptographic element; and 

causing the generic configuration of the selected device to be modified from the 
generic configuration to the selected or custom configuration based on the configuration 
information when it is determined that the second identifier corresponds to the first 
identifier. 
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4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art of 
record fails to teach an apparatus/method for configuring machines to a custom 
configuration wherein only upon initial power up of the system, configuration data is sent 
to the machine to configure the machine to a custom configuration from a previous 
generic configuration. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon S. Hoffman whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 3863. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nasser G. Moazzami can be reached on 571-272-4195. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Brandon Hoffman/ 

6H NASSER MOAZZAMI 



SUPERVISORY PATEhfT EXAfifllNER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 




